
Freedom School of Ministry 
Spiritual Identities – Part 2  

Course Syllabus 

Instructor: John Pollock  
Location: online 
Cell Phone: (757) 848-8052  
Email: dub.pollock@gmail.com 

Communications Policy 
The quickest way to contact me is by text message or email. 

Course Description 
Spiritual Identities – Part 2 (SI2) will continue the discussion of the Trinity. Specifically, this 
course will highlight the Person of the Holy Spirit and focus on His place within the Trinity. 
Additionally, SI2 will introduce Humanity’s place in relation to the Trinity. The Holy Spirit is the 
key to Humanity’s inclusion within the Godhead. The Holy Spirit also brings the love of Father 
and Son into the hearts of Humanity so that the earth may be filled with the love of God. SI2 will 
challenge the student to engage with specific Scriptures to discover the unique character of the 
Holy Spirit. Scriptures highlighting the struggles and redemption of Humanity will also find a 
place in this course. By the end of Week 8, the student should see the interconnectedness 
between the Triune God and Humanity while inviting the student to become the expression of 
God in the world.  

Course Learning Outcomes 

1) Begin understanding the role of the Holy Spirit in the Trinity. 

2) Begin understanding the struggle and redemption of Humanity and the invitation to enjoy 
the relationship of the Triune God. 

3) Find illuminating ideas about the Holy Spirit and Humanity through the selected 
Scriptures and readings. 

4) Articulate understanding of SI2 concepts through two written assignments – one focuses 
on the Holy Spirit, and the second focuses on Humanity in relation to the Godhead. 

5) Leave the course feeling encouraged to bring the love of the Trinity to the world.  

Required Resources 
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1) The Bible 
  

a. Students should choose a word-for-word (e.g., NASB, KJV, ESV) or thought-for-
thought (e.g., NIV, NCV, NLT) as the primary translation, using a paraphrase 
(GNT, CEV, MSG) as a reference and/or secondary translation. See this link for 
further information: http://www.biblereviewer.com/bible-translation-comparison/  

2) Delighting in the Trinity (2012) by Michael Reeves 

a. This book should have been purchased and started in Spiritual Identities – Part 1 
(SI1). 

  

b. SI2 will continue and complete this book. 

Additional Resources 

1) Selections from Theology for the Community of God (2000) by Stanley Grenz. 

a. A PDF of specific chapters has been included in the Dashboard. 

  

b. Students are welcome to purchase this book (as it contains a wealth of knowledge 
on Trinitarian theology) but are not required to buy it as we will only be 
referencing a small portion of the text.  

Assignments 

1) Read, study, and reflect upon the required Scripture readings and Additional readings. 

a. SI2 will focus on two sections of Scripture in each half of the course. 

i. Weeks 1-4: John 14-17 

1. This section of John focuses on the Person of the Holy Spirit, His 
place in the Trinity, and His work in the lives of believers. 
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2. These chapters give us a good look at His work and importance. 

ii. Weeks 5-8: Romans 5-8 

1. This section of Romans brings the student into conversation with 
the struggle of Humanity and the redemption provided in Christ. 

2. These chapters also reveal the Holy Spirit’s involvement in the 
work of holiness and a whole relationship with God. 

b. The student must come to the Zoom session prepared to discuss the Scripture 
passages.  

i. Each week, the student will submit a few sentences on the assigned 
reading (see Course Schedule) PRIOR TO the weekly Zoom session 
(Thursday @ 6:30 PM EST). 

ii. This submission should highlight a theme or idea within the assigned 
Scripture passage to include questions or comments about the text. 

iii. For example, if a student found something interesting in John 17:1-3, the 
submission could look like this: 
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Passage: John 17:1-3 

What stood out to me was… 

The context of the passage seems to be… 

I think the passage means… 

It is important to my development because…



c. It is also acceptable for the student to submit a few sentences drawn from the 
Additional Readings (Delighting in the Trinity or Theology for the Community of 
God). 

i. This submission can be made IN PLACE OF the Scripture submission – 
students are not required (but allowed) to do both types of submissions 
each week. 

ii. If the student selects this option, the submission could look like this: 

 

d. Each week, the student must submit a few sentences of thought PRIOR TO 
the weekly Zoom session. 

i. These ideas are united with other students' ideas to formulate the 
discussion content for the Zoom session each week. 

2) Participate in online interaction via Zoom. 

a. Zoom sessions will allow the students and instructor to discuss the Scripture 
passages together. 

b. In these sessions, students may also ask questions about assignments and course 
flow, discuss an insight from readings relevant to the course, request live prayer 
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Selection: Delighting in the Trinity pages 100-101 

What stood out to me was… 

The context of the passage seems to be… 

I think the author means… 

It is important to my development because…



with classmates, and talk through the practical issues surrounding the text.  
  

c. Students are required to attend these sessions unless previous arrangements have 
been made with the instructor. These sessions aim to create a checkpoint 
throughout the course to encourage and equip the student for continued success. 

3) Prepare and submit TWO writing assignments. 

a. In addition to discussing the Person of the Holy Spirit and the place of Humanity, 
each student should present their findings. 
  

b. As each material section unfolds in the two halves of the course, students should 
begin thinking about and taking notes on possible essay topics. 

i. The first essay, submitted at the end of Week 4, will cover the Holy 
Spirit. 

ii. The second essay, submitted at the end of Week 8, will cover 
Humanity. 

c. Each paper should be between 500 – 750 words. 

i. Each submission should be double-spaced in size 12, Times New Roman 
font. 

ii. A suitably formatted sample is at the end of this syllabus. 

iii. If you cite materials from the Additional resources, use end-of-sentence 
citations containing the author’s name and the page number. 

1. (Grenz, 101). 
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iv. When you cite Scripture passages, cite them at the end of the sentence 
with the selected translation abbreviation as follows: 

1. (John 17:1, NKJV). 

v. If you cite the contribution of one of your classmates, write their last name 
and the week that they submitted their comments. 

1. (Davidson, Week 3). 

d. Each essay should follow a format like what is outlined here: 

i. Introduction: Write out an Introductory Scripture Passage to draw 
attention and then explain what the reader should expect as the paper 
unfolds. 
  

1. Why write about this Scripture (or group of Scriptures if a 
captivating theme was discovered)? 

2. What do you intend to reveal during the paper? 

ii. Main Body Content: Break out 1 – 3 ideas that your Scripture passage(s) 
revealed during the study. 

1. What is the passage saying? 

2. What is the context of the passage? 

3. Why should it matter to the reader? 

iii. Conclusion: Restate the Scripture (or a different Scripture that draws out 
the same point) and emphasize why this essay should matter to the reader. 
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1. How can this revelation be applied in life? 

2. How can it draw the reader deeper into an appreciation for the 
Trinity or Humanity’s place concerning the Godhead? 

e. Students can take notes from the Zoom session discussions, underline memorable 
portions of the Additional Readings, reference commentaries, and use resources 
such as Blue Letter Bible to dig into the meaning of words in the text. 

  

i. Research can emerge in the form of sermons on a similar topic, books that 
dive into the passage, word studies on Blue Letter Bible, or the use of 
other Bible software. 

ii. Free Online Commentaries can be found with a simple Google search or 
by viewing these links: 

1. https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/  

2. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/  

3. https://www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries/index.cfm  
  

Student Assignments 

Course Schedule (All times are Eastern Standard Time) 

Weekly Content Submission PRIOR TO Zoom Sessions

Zoom Participation (8 Zoom Sessions)

Writing Assignments (Due in Weeks 4 and 8)

Week Activities Assignments Due Dates
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1 

6/20-
6/26

Zoom Session  
(Thur. 6/20 @ 6:30 EST)  
• Review syllabus and discuss John 

13-14 together 

Post-Zoom Activities  
• Read John 14 again 
• Read and study John 15 
• Read Ch. 13 of Theology for the 

Community of God 

• Comment on 
Scripture and/or 
Additional Reading 

• Begin considering 
a Holy Spirit essay 
topic based on our 
readings

• Comments on 
John 15 (or 
Additional 
Reading) due 
before Zoom 
Session on 6/27. 

• First writing 
assignment due in 
Week 4.

2 

6/27-
7/3

Zoom Session  
(Thur. 6/27 @ 6:30 EST):  
• Discuss John 15 

Post-Zoom Activities 
• Read and study John 16 
• Read Ch. 4 of Delighting in the 

Trinity

• Comment on 
Scripture and/or 
Additional Reading 

• Continue 
considering a Holy 
Spirit topic for the 
essay

• Comments on 
John 16 (or 
Additional 
Reading) due 
before Zoom 
Session on 7/4. 

• First writing 
assignment due in 
Week 4.

3 

7/4-7/
10

Zoom Session NOT THIS WEEK 
(Thur. 7/4 @ 6:30 EST):  
• Discuss John 16 

Post-Zoom Activities  
• Read and study John 17 
• Read Ch. 5 of Delighting in the 

Trinity

• Comment on 
Scripture and/or 
Additional Reading 

• Decide on a Holy 
Spirit topic for the 
essay

• Comments on 
John 17 (or 
Additional 
Reading) due 
before Zoom 
Session on 7/11. 

• First writing 
assignment due in 
Week 4.

4 

7/11-
7/17

Zoom Session  
(Thur. 7/11 @ 6:30 EST):  
• Discuss John 17 
• Review the essay requirements 

Post-Zoom Activities  
• Compose essay 
• Read and study Romans 5

• Compose the first 
essay 

• Comment on 
Scripture and/or 
Additional Reading

• Essay due 
BEFORE Zoom 
session on 7/18 

• Comments on 
Romans 5 (or 
Additional 
Reading) due 
before Zoom 
Session on 7/18.
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Suggested Weekly Assignment Progression 

Thursday’s Zoom session ends the previous week and begins the next week. 

Thursday night/Friday – Read the assigned Scripture passage for the following Zoom session. 

5 

7/18-
7/24

Zoom Session  
(Thur. 7/18 @ 6:30 EST):  
• Discuss Romans 5 

Post-Zoom Activities  
• Read and study Romans 6 
• Read the selection of Ch. 6 from 

Theology for the Community of 
God 

• Comment on 
Scripture and/or 
Additional Reading 

• Begin considering 
a Humanity essay 
topic based on our 
readings

• Comments on 
Romans 6 (or 
Additional 
Reading) due 
before Zoom 
Session on 7/25. 

• Second writing 
assignment due in 
Week 8.

6 

7/25-
7/31

Zoom Session  
(Thur. 7/25 @ 6:30 EST):  
• Discuss Romans 6 

Post-Zoom Activities 
• Read and study Romans 7 
• Read Ch. 7 of Theology for the 

Community of God

• Comment on 
Scripture and/or 
Additional Reading 

• Continue 
considering a 
Humanity essay 
topic based on our 
readings

• Comments on 
Romans 7 (or 
Additional 
Reading) due 
before Zoom 
Session on 8/1. 

• Second writing 
assignment due in 
Week 8.

7 

8/1-8/
7

Zoom Session  
(Thur. 8/1 @ 6:30 EST):  
• Discuss Romans 7 

Post-Zoom Activities 
• Read and study Romans 8 
• Read Conclusion of Delighting in 

the Trinity

• Comment on 
Scripture and/or 
Additional Reading 

• Decide on a 
Humanity topic for 
the essay

• Comments on 
Romans 8 (or 
Additional 
Reading) due 
before Zoom 
Session on 8/8. 

• Second writing 
assignment due in 
Week 8.

8 

8/8-8/
14

Zoom Session  
(Thur. 8/8 @ 6:30 EST):  
• Discuss Romans 8 
• Discuss the essay requirements 

Post-Zoom Activities  
• Compose essay

• Compose the 
second essay

• Essay due by 
8/14
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Friday/Saturday – Read 10 Additional Reading pages and take notes or underline key ideas. 

Saturday/Sunday – Read the assigned Scripture passage again, looking closely for key ideas. 

Sunday/Monday – Read 10 Additional Reading pages and take notes or underline key ideas. 

Monday/Tuesday – Use study tools (such as Blue Letter Bible or a free commentary) to examine 
the assigned Scripture passage closely, taking notes as you go. 

Tuesday/Wednesday – Finish the Additional Reading and take notes or underline key ideas. 

Wednesday/Thursday – Write your “Few Sentences” assignment and submit it in preparation for 
the next Zoom session. 
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Name 

Assignment Due Date 

Course Name 

Title (Bold and Centered) 

Subheading: Introduction (Italics and Centered) 

Introductory Passage:  

Content… 

Subheading 2 

Content… 

Subheading 3 

Content… 

Subheading 4: Conclusion 

 Content… 
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Name 

Assignment Due Date 

Spiritual Identities II 

How Will They Know? 

Introduction 

 In John 17:21-23, Jesus says, “I pray for them all to be joined together as one even as you 

and I, Father, are joined together as one. I pray for them to become one with us so that the world 

will recognize that you sent me. For the very glory you have given to me I have given them so 

that they will be joined together as one and experience the same unity that we enjoy. You live 

fully in me and now I live fully in them so that they will experience perfect unity, and the world 

will be convinced that you have sent me, for they will see that you love each one of them with 

the same passionate love that you have for me.” In this set of scriptures, Jesus repeats a theme 

that is vital in our Christian walk, being united with Jesus, through Holy Spirit. Without this, we 

are incapable of looking different from the world. Only by the power of the Holy Spirit are we 

able to answer the question, “How will the world know we are set apart?” 

Stay in Step 

 Whenever we see those red letters in the Holy Bible, something beautiful happens on the 

inside of us. The Bible is incredibly special beyond words but there’s something extra amazing 

about reading the words from the Living Word, Himself; Jesus. In John 17, Jesus’ prayer for us, 
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to the Father. That is always something to pay special attention to. Jesus is asking the Father 

many times that not just His disciples at that time but, “also for all those who will one day 

believe in me”. (John 17:20, TPT). He is asking so we may “stay in step” with Him at all times. 

This is how Jesus says, “the world will recognize you sent me.” (John 17:21 TPT). In John 15, 

Jesus says, “...If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit”. The word remain is 

similar to abide, which means to stay or dwell. As believers, we stay in the Word with the help of 

Holy Spirit to interpret scriptures and speak the mind of God. We also dwell in God’s presence 

through His Spirit giving Him our time to develop our relationship. 

Stay Surrendered 

Aside from “staying in step”, the world will know we are Jesus' disciples by “staying 

surrendered”. We must daily surrender to Holy Spirit so we can, “walk by the Spirit, and you will 

not gratify the desires of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:6, NIV) This is how the Spirit directs our lives 

as we give Him full access to our heart, mind, soul and body. 

Stay Set Apart 

Lastly, we must, “stay set apart”. The world will know that Jesus sent us as we stay set 

apart from the world. This means that we don’t lower the standards of the Word to fit our actions 

but we raise our standards to align with the Word through Holy Spirit, our helper. There is so 

much in scripture that teaches us how to live set apart. One of those is in Ephesians that says, 

“And never let ugly or hateful words come from your mouth, but instead let your words become 

beautiful gifts that encourage others; do this by speaking words of grace to help them. (Ephesians 
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4:29 TPT). We are not called to be perfect but we are called to be set apart so we may glorify 

Jesus and show the world His love. 

Conclusion 

“I pray for them all to be joined together as one even as you and I, Father, are joined 

together as one. I pray for them to become one with us so that the world will recognize that you 

sent me. For the very glory you have given to me I have given them so that they will be joined 

together as one and experience the same unity that we enjoy. You live fully in me and now I live 

fully in them so that they will experience perfect unity, and the world will be convinced that you 

have sent me, for they will see that you love each one of them with the same passionate love that 

you have for me.” This should be our “why” as to why we should live by Staying in step, Staying 

surrendered and Staying set apart and we can only do that with Holy Spirit. He is our helper, 

counselor and the power within us. As we live by the Spirit and the Word, the world will see the 

glory of Jesus and the Kingdom of God.  
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